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Literary Analysis – To Kill a Mockingbird
	INTRODUCTION
"To Kill a Mockingbird" is an American novel that explores human being's nature and the existence of goo and evils in society. The overall message in the novel is that human beings should be treated with dignity and equality despite the differences in race or ethnicity. John Mayer's "Waiting on the World to Change" describes how humans are forced to deal with their own problems in the world. All they can do is wait for the world to become a better place because the government is reluctant to help them. Thesis: Meyer’s song reflects on the themes of good and evil, social inequality, and ambition for the right cause.


	The conflict between evil and good is a major theme in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird.

	The author highlights the character Scout and Jem, who believe that people are good because they lack knowledge on the evil side of human nature.
	“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view—” “Sir?” “—until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.

	Atticus advises his children on good and evil through which birds they should and should not kill. 
	"I’d rather you shot at tin cans in the back yard, but I know you’ll go after birds. Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ’em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird" (p.57).

	Atticus sympathizes with his neighbors and realizes the good in them despite the prejudice, violence, and hypocrisy he witnessed earlier in the novel.
	“There are just some kind of men who—who're so busy worrying about the next world they've never learned to live in this one, and you can look down the street and see the results.” (p.46)

	Mayer's song reflects the theme of ambition as it is explored in the novel in an effort to fight for a better society.

	In the To Kill a Mockingbird novel, Atticus is ambitious to fight the rights of the black and innocent people. 

	“So if spitting in my face and threatening me saved Mayella Ewell one extra beating, that’s something I’ll gladly take.” (p.292)

	Atticus remains persistent and revolts against society to ensure a better life is earned by the people.
	“Jem, see if you can stand in Bob Ewell’s shoes a minute. I destroyed his last shred of credibility at that trial, if he had any to begin with.” (P.218)

	Atticus encourages Jem and Scout after the death of Mrs. Dubose by telling them his definition of courage.
	“You rarely win, but sometimes you do” (p.115).


	The theme of social inequality is evident through racism and different classes of people in the novel. This is also reflected in Mayer’s song through the class of citizens and government. 

	The Maycomb hierarchy involves Cunninghams who are at the bottom while the wealthy Finches are at the top.
	“He ain't company, Cal, he's just a Cunningham” (p.30).

	There is an unequal distribution of resources, implying that some people in society live a better life than others.
	“There's some folks who don't eat like us," she whispered fiercely, "but you ain't called on to contradict them at the table when they don't. That boy's yo' comp'ny and if he wants to eat up the table cloth you let him…” (p.17)

	There are different kinds of people in Maycomb where some laugh at others rather than focusing on helping them or improving their lifestyle.
	“I think there’s just one kind of folks. Folk.” (p.304)

	CONCLUSION
Mayer’s song reflects on the social inequality, ambition, and good and evil illustrated in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. Cases of racism and injustice in the novel indicate a rotten society that requires change at all costs. The society described by Mayer is faced with similar social injustices and inequality that people ought to fight against. While people depend on social media for news, the government tweaks every story to its favor. However, the government is superior, and they have no means to subdue it. They only remain hopeful that things will get better with time. 
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